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Impartial Narrative, 
ee ee 


581 R; | 
N Greeable to my promiſe on leaving 
London, I ſhall communicate to you 
a a faithful account of whatever expedition the 
eorps'I belong toy, with all others of the ſame 
deſtination, might be ſent upon. From that 
ſtrict regard I have ever had to my promiſe, 
I now. begin to acquaint you of it in part, 
(although few people pay any regard to pro» 
miſes of this kind) and ſhall, from time to 
time, as occaſion and opportunity may ſerve, 
tranſmit to you all intereſting occurrences, 
with my obſervations thereupon. | 


When the forces were embarked, and our 

fleet had weighed anchor, we all were chear- 

ful, though we knew not whither bound, un- 
32 til 


112 1 

til our ſhips ſteered into the bay of Biſcay 
then orders were iſſued for attempting to ſe- 
cure a ſafe landing place, in order to redace 
Belleiſle. , 

The joy- inſpiring command ſhot as quick 
as a ſtroke of electricity through every breaſt, 
each emulouſly defirous of being expoſed to 
the, greateſt danger, thereby to attain the 
ſtrongeſt claim to the glory of having firſt 
contributed to the reduction of ſo important 


a place. Sailors, marines, and land troops 


ſhewed an equal ardour, as I and every offi- 
cer employed on the u ee can irrefra- 
gably atteſt. a 

. While every article, flat bontomed boats; dee 

; were preparing for the invaſion, thus the of. 
ficers (juſt let into the ſecret) reaſoned among 


themſelves, on what might be the utility and 


conſequence of reducing this place; their 
reaſoning ran pretty near, as well as I can re- 
collect, in the following terms: | 

The reducing Belliſle, at this time,- will 


put the French into as great an alarm, and 


draw as many of their troops that way, as if 
we were to attack their main land, as it lies 
in the centre of their large trading towns, and 
as near their main land as the iſle of Wight 


is to Portſmouth, and will conſequently put 
1 them 
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them in as great a conſternation as we ſhould 
be in, were they: maſters of the ſea, and of 


the ſaid ifle of Wight, from not knowing 


which part of our coaſt might be attacked 
next; they muſt likewiſe recall a large body 
of troops from the Rhine, or elſewhere, to 
cover the weſtern coaſt, and ſend a great 

number of troops to protect the iſlands of 
Dieu, Rhee, Oleron, which lie ſouth of Bel- 


a leiſle, and alſo to Uſhant and Groce, which 


lie to che north, in order to prevent our be- 
coming maſters of them alſo. On account 
of the vicinity to Port Louis and L'Orient, 
none of their Eaſt-India ſhips could ever get 
in or out of thoſe ports, if we were maſters 
ef it; and as Breft has no inland navigati- 
en, nor any materials in it for the building, 
repairing, or fitting out ſhips, but what are 
brought by ſea from Port Louis, Bayonne, 
Bourdeaux, Nantz, Rochfort, &c. which 
they convey thither in time of war with the 
greateſt ſafety, between this ifland and the 
main land, in ſpite of our ſhips'of war, who 
knows nothing of that navigation, the con- 
quering it would put an end to ſuch com- 
merce, ſo that the French would not be able 
to fit out a ſingle ſhip from Breſt, after their 
PO ſtores are exhauſted; it is alſo the 

| B 2 largeſt 
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largeſt iſland on the coaſt, and moſt commo+ 
dious of all to-annoy them; being capable of 
maintaining a great many troops by its own 
produce, who, if they were lodged thete; 
might, as occaſion ſhould offer, make further 
attempts upon the other iſlands, keep the 
French conſtantly alarmed, and finally ruin 
the little temains of their trade. 
Such were their reaſons, and you muſt 60. 
viouſly conclude, very natural and cogent, 
The troops we had embarked on board hit 
expedition. fleet for the execution of this no- 
ble deſign, were the following; the regiment 
of Loudon, Pultney, Beauclerc, Panmure, 
Rufane, Colville, Gray, Stewart, Scots Fuzi- 
leers, fix companies of Morgan's light infan- 
try, fix companies of Crawford's light infan- 
try, three companies of the train of artilery, 
the marines of ſeveral ſhips, under the com- 
mand of lieut. col. M*Kenzie, and a ſuppli- 
mental ſupply of miners, dec. in the n 
about 9000. men. 
. Now to preſent you with a more accurate 


View of our failing courſe from England, and 


manoevres at Belleiſle, I ſend 1 you a tranſcript 
from my journal, which 1 flatter anf. $ 
have m_ very exact. 
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On Sunday the 29th. of March we failed 
from Spithead, and next day from St. Helen's, 
On Tueſday. in the afternoon we bore away 
for Belleiſle ; from that. time to Sunday the 
wind was againſt us. On Monday, the wind 
being fair, at night we ſent out cutters to 
make the land; and in the'moroing found 
ourſelves within 8 leagues of it. About 12 
o'clock the whole fleet came to anchor, and 
the afternoon was ſpent in making the neceſ- 
ſary diſpoſitions for landing. The troops 
were ordered to be in the flat-bottomed boats; 
at five they were under the direction of thoſe 
captains who commanded the landing. The 
wind now blew freſh, and it was very cold : 
and the troops continued ih the boats, with- 
out the ſhips or them moving, till 12 O clock. 
At that time the Sandwich and another ſhip 
made a feint, as if going towards the citadel; 
while the Dragon and Achilles fell down ta 
the ſouthermoſt part of the iſland,” and were 
followed by the boats. The Achilles anchor- 
ed within muſket ſhot of the place we intend- 
ed to land at. We were aſſiſted by a bomb 
reſſel, and immediately began to fire, which 
the French returned with only a ſingle can- 
non, which they fired but ſeldom. This gave 
us e and the boats puſhed for ſhore ; 

but 


flanked the enemy ; but, would you believe 


ſi 6 1 
bat Gaaeh too baum an me af Mn ua 
mile behind. No ſooner were the men got 
out of the three boats which firſt came to 


land, than the French ſhewed their heads 


above the entrenchments, and gave them 


three fires, which threw them into confuſion. 
About 200 of the Scots fuzileers were aſhore 


with major Purcell, when a boat of Erſkine's 
grenadiers, commanded by the brave capt. 


| Ofborne, landed at a point, and drew up un- 


diſcovered. His ſituation was ſuch, that he 


it, no other boat followed him! A few paces 


brought him on the high ground; upon 


which the French immediately came out, 
and the captain advanced with intrepidity to 
meet them. In landing, he loſt his fuzee, 
he therefore drew his ſword, when a ſhot 
brought him to the ground ; he immediately 


got up, and advanced, when a ſecond made 


him fall again ; this he recovered, but ſtill he 
advanced. He was now ſo cloſe to the ene- 
my, that he exchanged ſeveral thruſts with 
their commanding officer; the men kept a 
conſtant fire, and then puſhed furiouſly with 
their bayonets ; when an envious: ſhot from 
the enemy killed the 'gallant Oſborne; the: 
F rench commander at the ſame inſtant ſhar-: 


ing 
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ing the like fate from one of our grenadiers 
who ſtood cloſe by the fide of the captain. 
Our men having no body to-head them, and 
| ſeeing no proſpect of being ſuccoured, threw 
down their arms, and were all taken priſon- 
ers, except about 30, who took to their 
heels, and were taken into the boats, and 
conveyed to the ſhips. The boats now re- 
treated as faſt as poſſible; many were killed 
and wounded in them; among the latter was 
brigadier Carleton, though not dangerouſly. 
The next day and night the wind blew hard, 
which damaged our boats, and drove ſome 
of the tranſports to ſea; but as the weather 
was fair next day, they employed themſelves 
in repairing the loſs as ſoon as poſſible. 
Things being in this ſituation, ſome ſea 
officers, diſuſted at the check we had receiv- 
ed, were over- heard to diſcourſe among 
themſelves in the following manner: | 
Though the attacking, and we hope the 
conquering, the iſland of Belleiſle, even at 
this late time, will undoubtedly be of great 
ſervice to England, yet had it been done at 
the beginning of the war, it would more ſen- 
fibly have affected the enemy, and more ma- 
terially have anſwered our intereſts. Far be 
it Ben us to preſume to blame the preſent 
; admi- 
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adminiſtration ;'we will lay not this hegledt 
of executing ſo important a meaſure pecu- 
liarly to them, but rather to thoſe who ſuffer- 
ed Minorca to be taken from the want of 
true intelligence, and even when they received 
it doubted its authentieity, though all the reſt 
of Europe were convinced of its veracity : So 
Belleiſle, no doubt, lay dormant, though a 


moſt invitirig objedt, either from a want of 


knowledge of its importance, or to ſome- 
thing worſe. Pity it is, that this important 
iſland was not under taken laſt year. Tt ſhould 
not ſurpriſe us when we are told, that the 


enemy had planted a cheveaux de frize in the 


water, which prevented the flat · bottomed 
baots returning to the tranſports, after they 


had been floated up to the brink of the high- 


eſt beach by the full tide, if we remember 
what was currently reported in Scotland in 
November laſt, namely, that the ſecret ex- 
pedition was going to make a conqueſt of 


the iſle of Belleiſle: However, it is not im- 


probable but that our troops may yet effect 
a ſafe landing, and pet footing on the iſland: 


and that though we are not provided with - 


artillery to reduce the citadel of Palais, the 
capital and only material fortification in the 


_ "iſland, we may nevertheleſs be determined 
5 a 
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ruined, for their ſhips can no longer be able 


to maintain, our So Sand the — 
of the garciſon to. diſlodge us. We ſhall 
doubtleſs receiye battering cannon as ſoon ag 
poſlible, - and then we will make another 
trial to prove, whether Vauban's fortificati- 
ons will not be found inferior to Britiſh val- 
our; and in a little time after we ſhall be 
convinced of the importance of this iſland:; 

the equipping of fleets at Breſt will ceaſe, be- 
cauſe the enemy will not only want a road to 
go in and out with ſafety, but alſo materials 
to huild their ſhips, and ſtores for them; all 
which are brought thither from the ſouthern 
parts of France, by a channel between Bel⸗ 
leiſle and the continent, a navigation our men 
of war are totally ignorant of, becauſe the 
French charts are falſe, and deceive them. 
The iſland abſolutely commands the entrance 
into the harbours of Port Louis and L Orient, 
by which the French Eaſt-India. company | 
muſt ſuffer greatly, if they, are not totally 


to get in and out of their ports: the river 
Villaine, and the gulph of.. Morbian, are alſo 
commanded by this iſland, and the F rench 


communication between their northern and - 


ſouthern. ports will. be entirely cut off: all 
the Kane vo, our ſpe (ſplitting on the rocks 
of 


Ht - . + - — 


t 10 
of the Cardinals, all the dilmal horrors of a 
Bay ſtation, will be:removed ; the harbour of 
Palais will afford a fafe and moſt convenient 
afylum for all our ſhips in bad weather, who - 
are deſtined to watch the great Yes conſt 
of France. 

According to the beſt accounts I hive been 
able to procure, the lit of killed, wound- 
ed, miſſing, and priſoners i in this attack are as 
—_—] 

Brigadier Carlton, wounded. 

Whitmore's. Lieut. col. T Laie quarter- 
maſter-general, wounded; lieut. Surman and 
Ryder, and 52 rank and file, priſoners.” © 

Beauclerc s. Lieut. Douglas Stewart, one 


"a 
S., 010-4 


drummer, and 20 rank and file, killed; maj. 
Lumſden, I ſerjeant, 1 drummer, and 38 
rank and file, wounded; lieut. Scrymſour, 
Forbes and Nugent, with 4 ſerjeants and by 5 


rank and file priſoners. 
Fuazilrers. One ſerjeant and Ds 


file killed; 1 ſerjeant and 9 rank and file 


wounded; lieut. Innes and Ramage, Iſerjeant, 
1 drummer, and 39 rank and file priſoners. 
 Erfeine's. Capt. Oſborne and Gardiner, 1 


ferjeant; and 6 rank and file killed; 16 rank 


and file wounded; lieut. Green and Herdſ- 


| gan, I ferjeant, and 31 rank and file priſoners. 


Coluill's, 


$2 4 

Colvill s. One drummer, 1 rank and file 
killed, 3 rank and file wounded, lieut. Tra- 
verſe and Jackſon, 1 ſexjeant, 32 rank and 
priſoners. TRI 

Rufane's firſt battalion. Four rack and file 
wounded, Lieut. Shelden and Duexell, 1 ſer- 
jeant, 1 drummer, 23 rank and file priſoners. 

Stewart 's. Major Mac Leane, wounded. 

Cry i. Major Purcell, killed. | 

Belonging to the SH1Ps. 

One Lieutenant of the Etna killed; 1 ditto 
of the Valiant wounded ; 2 Midſhipmen of 
- ditto killed; 45 ſeamen of ditto killed in 

landing the men. 

N otwithſtanding our Aale we did not 
deſpond, or neglect taking neceſſary meaſures, 
as appears by the acguracy of our ſoundings: 
At twelve at night took the cutter to go 
and ſound from Point de Ramonet to Point 
de la Pierre, which is about 3 or 4 miles. The 

firſt ſoundings we took off Point Ramonet in 
5 fathoms ſoft ground, within muſket ſhot 
of the ſhore, and as near as we could gueſs 
about a mile from Palais, the citadel, iS WM 
was a fine moon-light night, and we could 
fee it very plain: we then rowed to the ſouth- 
Ward along the ſhore, keeping cloſe in at the 

above e and had theſe ſoundings firſt 
| ? C 2 4 5⁵ 


12. J 
6 ® 1-half 6 7. 8, 9, to 10 fathoms. off 
the ſandy bay of Sauzon, where the wall runs 
along, we had 8 and 9 fathoms; and as we 
came cloſe to Point de la Pierre, 10 fathoms; 
were then ſo near the ſhore as to hear the 
centinels ſpeak to each other, and ſee the ſea 
break over the rocks. 1 
Although we proved unfortunate in our 
firſt attack, it did not follow from a remiſ- 
neſs of old Engliſh bravery, of which ſeveral 
inſtances were diſplayed on the occaſion ; that 
5 of one Sam. Johnſon, a ſoldier belong to one 
of the companies who firſt landed, deſerves 
to be recorded: A lieutenant, who in the 1 
heat of the action, dealt death about him which 
way ſoever he turned; at laſt being over- 
powered by numbers, a French grenadier was 
juſt on the point of cutting him down with 
his broad ſword, when Johnſon ruſhed in to 
his aſſiſtance, and ſhot the grenadier throug Rg 
the head, then ſlinging his muſquet behind 
' him, he drew his broad ſword and laying fine 
men dead at his feet who ſurrounded him, 
he bravely brought off the Lieutenant, tho 
not without being covered with wounds. The 
Lieutenant had formerly done ſome act of 
kindneſs to Johnſon, hb ſeeing the danger of 
his patron, brabely ventured to his reſcue, at 
the imminent danger of his own life.— The 
5 officer 
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officer made him a preſent of 20 guineas, and 
the next day he was made a ſerjeant in the 


room of one who had been killed, with a pro- 


miſe of future promotion, if he continued the 
ſame intrepidity of ſpirit. 

Such true heroiſm in one of his rank can- 
not be ſufficiently extolled. Our command- 
ing officers are detetmined that proper notice 
ſhall be taken of him, as well as ſeveral o- 
thers, if the brave i live to return to 
England. a 

However, ſince the time ef our — 
nate attack, an account of which you al- 


ready have, we have employed ourſelves daily 


in throwing bombs into the citadel, 'in re- 
pairing our boats, and 'preparing to make a 
ſecond attack. The general officers, engi- 
neers, &c. "failed in the prince of Orange 
round the iſland, to diſcover a good place to 
land at: the next day they returned, hav- 
ing received ſeveral ſhot through their ſails, 
in pafling by the forts. They reported it was 
very impracticable to make any attempt on 
the other fide of the iſland, The ſame night 
the maſters of ſeveral men of war were ſent; 
in ſeparate boats, to make ſoundings on this 
fide ; and by their report, of which the fol- 


lowing is a true copy, you will perceive it is 


[ 14 ] 

in the power of the ſhips to be of great af. 
ſiſtance; and without them, in my opinion, 
it is impoſſible we ſhould ſucceed. © There 
is no place from the citadel to Point de la 
Pierre, (round which we made our attack) 
that above four or five boats can land a- breaſt, 
and thoſe are all well defended, except the 
bay of Sauzon, which is very fine and ſandy, 
and where two or three thouſand men may 
land at once: but there is a wall that runs 
from one end to the other, at about 30 yards 
diſtance from ſhore; which is defended at 
the north end by a ſmall battery of ſix guns 
adjoining to the rocks, three in front, and 
three which flank the outſide of the wall, 
near the middle of which there is a ſquare 
battery, mounting in front nine guns, and 
three on each fide. Theſe are all we can 
diſcover, and our ſhips lie exactly oppoſite, 
and within cannon-ſhot of this battery: hut 
' we ſuppoſe there is another battery at the 
ſouth end, which is hid from our view, as 
the land runs a little behind the rocks.” This 
moment the Dragon and Southampton took 
a rich ſhip from St. Domingo, bound to 
Nantz, ſaid to be worth 20001. the captain 
ſays, he intended touching at Bellciſle, - - 
1 „„ e ore ame es ro We 
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We did not continue idle, nor give over 
hopes of ſecuring a landing place, notwith- 
ſtanding the many ſeeming” inſuperable diffi» 
culties, which, thanks to Providence, and the 
bravery of our men, we at length effected 
in the manner I ſhall now deſcribe to you. 
*  [Infead of our correſpondent's account, we think ie 
more elligible to ſubſtitute the letters from the 

-- general and the commodore, from which. he dif- 


lers not in any thing material—but their intelli- 
gence, is | the authenticated. ] 


vo the Right Hon Mr. Secretary Pr. | 


Belle ifle, four Goh in the — . 23 | 
SIR, 


A® I have juſt had erden hotties 
dore Keppel, to inform me, that a fri- 
gate will fail this day for England, I have 
only time to acquaint you, that his majeſty's 
troops under my command, landed yeſterday 
at five: the enemy's attention was fo diſtracted 
with our attempts of landing at 'different 
Places, where there was the leaft appearance 
of our being able to ſucceed, that it gave bri= 
gadier Lambert an opportunity of climbing 
ap a rock with a corps F had left with him 
for that purpoſe, if practicable; the difficul- 
ty of mounting had made the enemy leaft at- 


1.36] 


tentive to that part. Beauclerck's grenadiers, 


with their captain Patterſon, got up before 
they ſaw what was intended. They imme 


diately marched a body of zoo men to attack 
him. The grenadiers maintained their ground 
till: the reſt of brigadier Lambert's got up. 
We took three braſs field pieces, and forme 


wounded priſoners... 


It is impoſlible — ſafficiently to to com- 


mend Mr. Lambert's conduct and gallant be- 
haviour on the occaſion ; and take the liberty 


to beg you will permit me to requeſt you will 


recommend him to the king, as an officer de- 


ſerving his majeſty's favour. Captain Patter- 


fon has loſt his arm. I believe our loſs is not 
above 30 killed. I am afraid you will not 
be able to read chis ſcrawl, as I write it in the 
n the troops being: on their march. 
Wan 0 S. Hops. 


7. aliant, i in the Great Read of Belle Ne, 
April 23, 4761. 9 

id R. | . 

I Had the bonou: to u write — by the 

* Adteon frigate, in which I gave but little 

hopes; ſince which time, the general and 
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à place where the mounting the rocks was 
juſt poſſible, and where the enemy were no 
other ways prepared, from the impracticable 
appearance it had to them, than by a corps of 
troops to annoy the boats in the attempt, 
that it carried ſome degree of hopes with 
it, and by making a diſpoſition for the attack 
of their intrenched bays, and at Sauzon at 
the ſame time, which the arrival of the tranſ- 
ports with the light horſe enabled me to do, 
we might poflibly gain a tooting. I have now 
the greateſt pleaſure in acquainting you, that 
his Majeſty's troops have made good a land- 
ing on the rocks near Point Locmaria: and 
cannot ſufficiently commend the ſpirit and 
good behaviour of the troops in the attempt : 
and the judgment with which Sir Thomas 
Stanhope, and the reſt of the captains of the 
king's ſhips, directed the fire upon the hills. 

Captain Barrington having been employed 


in many of the operations on this ſervice, I 


have ſent him home with this letter; and 
beg, Sir; to refer you to him for the parti- 
culars. 55 5 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
A. KEPPEL.: 
N. B. The Aeon frigate, mentioned in 


the beginning of this letter, is not yet arrived: 
D | From 
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From theſe letters ſo impartially relating 


our ſucceſs, the reader, by way of a reſting 


time from military operations, may entertain 
himſelf with our correſpondent's account of 


the ſituation and ſtrength of the above iſland, 
in the interval between between the troops 


ſecuring a poſt, and their n to far- 
ther hoſtilities. 

- appears, by the account of an honeſt 
well meaning Frenchman I have got ac- 
quainted with, that no expence or pains has 
been ſpared, for putting all the fortifications 
on the coaſt, as well as the citadel, in a pro- 


per ſtate of defence; and for that purpoſe ſe- 


veral new batteries had been erected at port 
d'Andro, Locmaria, St. Foy, point le Perrie, 
port du Palais, port de Sauzon, &c. ſo that 
all that part of the iſland ſituated next the 
Bay of Biſcay is a chain of batterics. He ſays 
they expected a viſit the latter end of laſt 
year, the governor having received intelligence 
of our intention to attempt the conqueſt of 
it. From all which it appears, that they eſ- 
teem it a place of the greateſt importance, 
The iſland of Belleifle was originally the 
property of the earl of Cornouaille ; hut was 
ceded to the king many years ſince, and at 
preſent gives the title of Marquis to a noble 
| | femily 
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family of France. It is near ſeven leagues 
in length, upwards of two and a half In 
breadth, and about 15 leagues in circumfe- 


' rence; the coaſt being full of fine bays and 


rivers ; fituated in 47 deg. 20, min. north, and 
3 deg. 10 min. weſt of London. f 

The fertility of the ſoil, and pleaſantneſs 
of the climate renders it very populous, there 
being, beſides the city of Palais, three towns, 
upwards of 100 villages, and, according to 
the calculation of my friend the Frenchman, 
contains near 6000 ſouls, excluſive of the 
garriſon of the citadel. The government of 
the clergy belongs to the biſhop of Vannes, 
who has the diſpoſal of benefices, &c. Here 


are alſo two large magazines; the one for 


watlike ſtores; the other ſerves as a granary 
for corn, and preſerving and ſalting pilchards. 

Palais, the capital of the iſland, takes its 
name from an old caſtle belonging to the Bel- 
leiſle family, hut now changed into a citadel ; 
which ſtands on a rock. At the entrance of 
the harbour is a fine ſtone jetty, or pier, up- 


3 wards of 30 feet in breadth, and 20 in length; 
the walls of the fortifications help to form the 
entrance into the harbour, which is narrow, 
and fo ſhallow, that a ſmall veſſel of 18 or 
20 tons cannot enter except at high water. 

D 2 The 
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The citadel and outworks were greatly en- 
larged and repaired by the celebrated Vauban, 
and are reckoned bomb-proof. 

The harbour of Sauzon, which lies on 
the northweſt part of the iſland, is ſurround- 
ed with high hills and rocks, and might be 
made very convenient for admitting veſſels of 
200 ton or upwards, Its fituation is between 
Point des Poulains and the bay of Locmaria. 

There is another harbour, ſituated on the 
ſouth ſide of the iſland, called Goulfard, 
though but little frequented on account of 
the dangerous rocks at its entrance. It is 
alſo too much expoſed to the ſouth winds, 
which are frequently violent and fatal to ma- 
riners on that coaſt, 

The inhabitants are in general polite and 
agreeable in their behaviour. The labouring 
part of the people are employed chiefly in 
the pilchard fiſhery, which is very extenſive z 
though large quantities of ordinary wines are 
made here every year. It is ſo remarkably 
fertile, that no harveſt was ever known to 
fail in the memory of man; but this laſt cir- 
cumſtance may be principally owing to a 
rich weed that grows in great abundance 
on the rocks, with which they manure 
the ground, and 1s called Goeſmon by the 

natives, 
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natives, but in England known by the n name 
of ſea- Wrack. 

The whole is divided into four large pa- 
riſhes, or rather diſtricts, viz. the pariſh of Pa- 
lais, Sauzon, Bangor, and Locmaria. Be- 
tween Port du Goulfard and Palais, in the 
centre of the iſland, is a very high hill, from 
the top of which may be ſeen 75 villages; 


in ſhort, the whole is a beautiful intermix- 


ture of hills, valleys, woods, rivers, &c. 


and is the largeſt iſland in Europe belonging 


to France — Thus far Monſieur's informas 
m_ >; | | 
However inſtructive and entertaining this 
account of the iſland may appear, from the 
natural impatience of my countrymen, I am 


aware, that at preſent you have no reliſh for 


any other detail but that of military operati- 


ons. In their expeditious fancy, how many 


ſanguine zealots in London, have already an- 


ticipated the total reduction of Belleiſle, and 
hung out the Britiſh flag on the citadel of 


Palais! 

But ſoft and fair, . at your 8 
and reclining on the downy couch of peace, 
far removed from all ſcenes of danger, and 
ons undertakings; og cannot be puſh- 

ed 
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1 
ed on in an enemy's country, with en 
motion which you deſire. 

Landed we are at Belleiſle, it is true, Saks 
farſt to Providence, and next to the care of 
our officers and ſailors ; but ſome time is re- 


aquiſite to reſt our men from their late fatigue, 


as well as to reconnoitre the iſland, and con- 
cert meaſures for the better inſuring of ſuc- 

Do not, at all events, judge unfavourably 
of our undertaking, from any delay, or falie 


appearances. For a proof that we have not 


been idle, or loſt any time, we have already 
got on ſhore all the heavy cannon, powder, 


ball, proviſions, and all the implements pro- 


per for a ſiege. We have this moment, like- 
wile, received news of the death of Sir Wil- 
liam Peere Williams, a very promiſing young 

entleman, and member of parliament for 
Shoreham in Suſſex, His curioſity was the 
cauſe of his misfortune ; being anxious to ſee 
every thing, he went to viſit a lieutenant of 
col. Burgoyne's regiment, who was poſted. 
with a party of light horſe very near the ene- 
my, and upon the eve of coming to action 
with them ; night coming on, he loſt his way, 
and fell in with an out-poſt centinel belong- 


Ing to the French, who fired, on hearing the 


tramp» | 


trampling of his horſe, and ſhot him dead on 
the ſpot. The next day this party of our 
light horſe fell in with the French party, and 
took them all priſoners, without the loſs of a 
man. General Hodgſon ſent this morning 
money and proviſions to the brave fellows 
who were made priſoners on the 8th ult. and 
has promiſed the inhabitants, that he will not 
diſturb them in the exerciſe of their religion, 
and that their effects and perſons ſhall not be 
moleſted. In ſhort, the behaviour of all the 
officers has gained the hearts both of the ſol- 
diers and inhabitants. | | 
I have juſt now learned a particular (for we 
can only gather up information by ſcraps, 
and that caſually) which muſt afford ſatisfac- 
tion to you, and all true lovers of their coun- 
try, viz. that on the firſt party of our troops 
climbing up ſome rocks at Belleiſle, the French 
advanced a large party with field pieces to at- 
tack them before they formed. This was a 
raſh ſtep, for in marching to the water-ſide, 
their flank became expoſed to the fire of the 
Hampton-Court, Swiftſure, and Eſſex, which 
brought them down by whole ranks at a time. 
To attempt to withſtand was folly, and no- 
thing but flight could preſerve the diſpirited 
remains of the enemy ; in ſhort, our forces 
took. 


[ 24 ] 
took poſſeſſion of their field cannon, and 
forming as quick as poſſible, began the pur- 
ſuit, whilſt the French retreated under the 

cannon of Palais; their intrenchments and de- 
fences are exceſſive ſtrong, and will give us 
much trouble, but hope we ſhall come off 
with glory. Yeſterday, the 25th, we began 
to prepare every thing for a grand attack on 
their intrenchments, and redoubts. At this 
inſtant, my friend, I retain the breath of life; 
but how it may be the next, God only knows; 
danger and death looks us in the face every 
moment. The French governor, M. St. 


Croix, has ordered all the proviſions and 


cattle on the iſland into the citadel; his army 
is about 5000 regulars and militia together; 
he has placed all the Engliſh priſoners in the 
apartments of the citadel, againſt which our 
bombs and cannon are to be levelled; and on 


our remonſtrating againſt his expoſing them 


to ſuch a ſituation, he has as yet returned no 
anſwer. 
This day, April the 26th, by ſome deſer- 
ters from the enemy we are aſſured that the 
number of their regular troops on the iſland 
amount not to more than 2300 men, and 
about the ſame number of the militia have 


been aſſembled and armed, but are undiſci- 
plined. 
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3 
blined. Our batteries have begun playing on 


= the enemy's works and entrenchments, and 


ſeem to have done great damage. General 
Hodgſon's manifeſto, encouraging the inha- 


bitants to remain and enjoy their privileges 


and poſſeſſions in peace, has had a good effect, 
though many have joined the army under M, 
de St. Croix, who are at preſent ſtrongly in- 
trenched under the walls of the citadel ; but 
by our diſpoſitions we hope to make them 
retire in a few, days. The loſs on our fide, _ 
fince the ſecond landing, does not amount to 
more than 3o men. 


The 27th, the aeg fniſhed ſeveral new 
redoubts ; the 28th, we brought our heavy 


artillery to bear againſt them, and the firing 
on both ſides was very hot. The inhabi- 
tants, who are very numerous, ſupply us with 
proviſions, for which we pay them their 
. 

The 29th, M. St. Croix called in a poſt at 
Point de Ra ncouet, of which we immediate- | 


'F ly took poſſeſſion. The plate, &c. belong- 
ing to the churches; to a conſiderable value, 


is carried into the fortreſs. I hope, in my 
next, to give you a more ample account of 
our proceedings. 
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—— The 3oth-of April and ft of Ma as 
briſk carmonading was continued on 
Kdes, though with little loſs on ours. The 
| _—_ we formed in three columns, and at- 
tacked a piequet of the regiment of Nice, 
poſted in a village called Roſerboiſer, who, 
after loſing four ſerjeants and 20 men, retired 
to Raſſadier in pretty good order. 
I be ⁊2d, about day- break, 400 of the ene- 
my, commanded by M. de la Guarigne, at- 


tacked our men at Koſerboiſer, and diflodges MW | 


them in their turn. In this affair we ſuffered | 
greatly, as our men diſpnted the ground inch 
by inch. The enemy alſo loſt a lieutenant- 
colonel, and a captain of grenadiers. M. de St. 
Croix has made ſeveral ſallies in the night, 
which has greatly er dur operations, ; 
and retards our workmen. 4 
Veſterday part of our army made an effort 
on two redoubts which cover the enemy's 
troops, and after a _ ſtruggle, carried them 
ſword in hand. 1 
Ihe following anecdote, in reſpect to Lord 
Pultney, cannot be paſitd over in ſilence. 
His lordſhip marching at the head of his com- 
| pany to attack a poſt belonging to the enemy, | 
being terribly galled by a battery of 5 pieces 
of Cannon, which flanked his men, turned 
round 


WS 
round and told them to follow him, for that 
battery muſt be taken before they proceeded, 
otherwiſe they would be all cut off; upon 


| which they conſented with a loud huzza ; 


accordingly 'be led them on, and they took it 
ſword in hand.—Our general behaves with 


the greateſt tenderneſs to the inhabitants, who 


appear quite ſatisfied ; nay, ſome of them 
ſeem to wiſh for the ſurrender of the place. 
Our troops obſerve an exact diſcipline, and 
if they purchaſe any thing from the people, 


ee obliged to pay for it immediately. We 
cannot be thankful enough for the regard 
ſhewn us by our government, in ſending the 


beſt freſh proviſions every week. | 
May 2. Every night our piquets have been 

{ent out, and brought ſeveral. of the enemy 

in priſoners ; frequent ſkirmiſhes happen, in 


which ſome are killed on both ſides. Gene- 


ral Hodgſon has made a formal. propoſition 
to the inhabitants, viz. That if in caſe they 


were willing to take protection under the 


Britiſh government, they ſhould be allowed 
the free exerciſe of their religion, and enjoy 
all their rights, privileges, &c. as, heretofore, 
and receive all further es and 
protection, | 5 
RK May 
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May 3. About 10 at night, major general 
Crawford, with about 50 grenadiers, and ſe- 
veral of the independent companies, poſted 
to cover the pioneers and workmen, who were 
throwing up intrenchments, and erecting bat- 
teries, were attacked by 400 of the enemy. 
who fallied out of their intrenchments ; the 
independent companies, being ſeized with a 
panic, retired in confuſion and diſorder, nor 
could be brought back by their officers, who 
endeavoured by threatenings and perſwaſion 
to make them ſtand their ground. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, the major and grenadiers de- 
fended themſelves with great bravery, but 


being almoſt ſurrounded, and overpowered by 


numbers, were obliged to yield, after loſing 
7 men in the action, and are carried priſoners 
into the citadel. Capt. Preſton, and lieut. 
Bruce, the major's aid de camps, were ___ 
wiſe taken in this affair. | 

The 5th, oyr bomb batteries began to pla 
and do great execution. The enemy's fire 
abated conſiderably this day ; but the next 
morning it was renewed with ſome vigour, 
on both ſides, which did ſome execution. 

The weather proving rainy and unfavour- 
able for us, nothing of conſequence happen» 


ed till the gth, when every thing being ar 
pared, 
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pared, we waited for orders to make a gene- 
ral aſſault on the redoubts and outworks, in 
order to become maſters of the town, and 
force the enemy to cloſe quarters within the 


cCaſtle. The whole army are now in high 


ſpirits, and long for nothing more than com- 


ing to action. 


The roth, a boat got into Palais from the 
French coaſt, which brought a letter to the 
Chevalier de St. Croix, as we learnt from 
two deſerters in the evening, in which he 
was promiſed a body of 3000 troops, if he 
could hold out 10 days longer. Our army 
pulled down ſome houſes, and gained conſi- 
derable ground in their works. 

All the neceſſary meaſures being taken, the 
general attack began on the 13th, at day- 
break, on all the redoubts and works that 
covered the town; the piquets ſallied out of 
their trenches, and took poſſeſſion of one of 
the ſtrongeſt redoubts the enemy had, killed 
many, and amongſt the reſt, the ſecond in 
command of the enemy. Fluſhed with this 
ſucceſs, there was no reſtraining the ardour 
of the Engliſh troops, (particularly the ma- 
rines, who gained immortal honour) till they 
had taken poſſeſſion of all the redoubts the 
enemy had without the walls, and puſhed 

them 
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| them ſo cloſe to their gates, that they were 
obliged to ſhut them, and leave a party out, 
' which we took priſoners, So vigorous was 
the impetuoſity of our marines, in purſuing 
the enemy to the gates of the citadel, that 
ſeveral got in with the enemy's troops, and 


were made priſoners. By eight in the morn- 


ing we became maſters. of the town, and 
every thing in the iſland but the citadel. This 
attack coſt us pretty dear, having loſt go men 
killed, beſides a great number wounded, 
The loſs on the ſide of the enemy muſt be 
very confiderable ; we took 100 priſoners, 
and had at one time 300, but had not men 
enough in the attack to keep them. In the 
evening our men begun throwing up intrench- 
ments with great briskneſs, within musket- 
ſhot of the citadel, Our piquets now lie 
cloſe under the walls of the caſtle; which I 
hope we ſhall ſoon be maſters of,, though it 
js the ſtrongeſt I almoſt ever ſaw. 
Here we beg leave to drop our correſpon- 
dent a little, and, that we may ſuppreſs no- 
thing from our readers, ſhall give an extract 
of a letter from another officer, which, 
(though ir may have appeared in ſome of 
our public papers) as its authenticity cannot 
be diſputed, will greatly elucidate the forego- 
ing 
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ing account of attacking the redoubts by aur 
troops. | os 0 

We had not finiſhed our ſecond parallel, 
when our engineers found they could not car- 
ry on the approaches properly without attack- 
ing one of the French. redoubts ; the general 
therefore ordered 200 men to attack the re- 
doubt, which lay neareſt the right flank of 
our approaches, at day-break ; but during the 
night, and all that morning, three 24 poun- 
ders, one 12 pounder, and one hawitzer, be- 
fides 30 or 40 cohorns, kept inceſſantly play- 
ing, which made it too hot for the French. 
One of their captains of the regiment de Be- 
got, as an apology for ſo early giving it up, 

faid, that although he had often heard their 
clergy deſcribe hell, yet in all their deſcripti- 
ons it had fallen ſhort of what he had feen, the 
cohorns falling in and inceſſantly burſting; and 
the ordnance ſweeping the top of the parapet 
with round and grape ſhot, made it a ſcene of 
horror, infomach that he could only prevail on 


21 men to remain with him; and he declared, 
at one time for near 12 minutes, he could nei- 
ther fee heaven or earth, for fire, ſmoke, and 
dirt, which were thrown up by the burſting of 
the cohorns, and ſeemed happy when he was 
made a priſoner, nnn of this redoubt 

1 ſtruck 
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ftruck ſuch a panick in the French, that on the 


approach of captain Smith of Loudon's, and 
capt. Caruthers of the marines, they made 
themſelves maſters of them with the loſs of 
30 or 40 men. The attack of theſe redoubts 
being heard in the camp, the line was turned 
out, and Colville's regiment was marched 
down to the trenches where brigadier Jen- 
nings commanded, who ſaid he wanted no af- 
fiſtance, as the three redoubts were carried, 

and every thing quiet. Pleaſure was viſible in 


every countenance with the glorious ſucceſs of 


that morning ; and col. Morgan happened to 
fay, that it was pity the other three redoubts 
were not attacked inſtantly, whilſt the French 
were in a pannick, major Neſbit of Colville's 
replied, that if he had 200 men he would 
attempt it. On which col. Teeſdale ſaid he 
might take 200 men of Colville's, and he 


would be anſwerable for it, as in ſuch caſes 


there was no time to be loſt. The colonel ac- 
quainted the Brigadier with major Nefbit's of. 
fer, which he ſaid he had fo objection to. The 
colonel then ſaid he would take the whole 
regiment, as they did not conſiſt of more than 
370 men off duty, and that the regiment 
would volunteer it. The reg:ment according- 


ly marched, and took poſſeſſion of the three 
redoubts 
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redoubts without the loſs of a man; but be- 
fore the gorge could be cloſed in that which 
the colonel commanded, they killed him four 
men and wounded five. Major Neſbit was 
wounded by the ſtones of a wall in the front, 
which their ſhot threw amongſt them. Col. 
Teeſdale had a narrow eſcape ; a 36 pounder 
came through the parapet he was leaning 
againſt, and juſt touched his ſhoulder, for 
they had every part cannon proof except that 
next the citadel. As one party of Colville's 
was advancing under capt. Broomhead, more 
than 150 of the, French abandoned the re- 
doubt, and marched into the covered-way. 
In theſe redoubts were found ammunition, 
wall-pieces, and great plenty of intrenching 
tools. The citadel is very ſtrong, but we 
hope to be in poſſeſſion of it in a fortnight. 
All the troops have the greateſt opinion of 
the general, who appears to be an excellent 
officer, and exceeding cool.” 

May 14. This morning and laſt night 
there was hot work on both fides. An ex- 
traordinary accident happened alſo this day, 
Lieut. White of the marines, being in his tent 
in a cot, a ſhell fell under him and burſt, 
which overturned him, arid wrapt the tent 


quite round him 3 but he was not hurt, tho' 
rt his 
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his cot was blown to pieces. We find tough 


work here, having made ne breach as yet, 


notwithſtanding the force of our 32 pounders. 


The 14th and 15th, the firing rather in- 


creaſed on the enemy's fide ; we had this day 
three men killed, and ſeveral wounded at the 
works. 

The 16th, our bomb batteries opened near 
the citadel, but the enemy had untiled every 


houſe to prevent fires. A deſerter came into 


our camp, who reported one ſhell from - us 
killed 14 men, and wounded many more, and 
that many would deſert if opportunity offer- 
ed.—General Hodgſon is indefatigable in his 
application, viſiting daily the workmen, and 
giving the higheſt encouragement and ap- 
plauſe to his troops. 
On the 18th, our men were en in 
carrying on the works; 8 were killed, and 
ſeveral of the bomhardiers wounded. 
On the 19th, briſker firing from the cita- 
del, and bombs playing on both fides: A 
great many carcaſes were thrown laft night, 
which ſet the citadel on fire three or four 
times, but it was foon extinguiſhed. Our 
failors are denied going into the town, ſome 


of them having been a little too rude with the 


French ladies, who * the bye are not at all 
diſ- 


{49 3 
| diſpleaſed with their amorous diſpoſition. 
The ſheep and cattle are already deſtroyed by 
our people. This day a ſerjeant and 13 men 
were all killed by one unlucky ſhot. A com- 
 miffary was found with his throat cut from 
ear to ear ; he had been miſſing ſome time; 
and it is thought it will be found out, as had 
a gold watch and ſome money with him. 
Two failors were killed by a ſhot getting up 
the guns, and ſeveral wounded at the works, 
being ſo near to the citadel—We now per- 
ceive a breach in the fortifications, and if the 
weather proves favourable, we hall. Soon 
make it wider. 
On the 21ſt, much rain, ui wg A 
ſhell broke into à ſmall place in the citadel 
laſt night, and a great exploſion was heard, 
occaſioned by gunpowdet ; which drove ſome 
of the ſtones into the town, and killed a man, 
and wounded ſeveral others, as well as ſome 
of the French. We cannot yet learn the 
damage done in the citadel. | 

On the 22d and 23d, great atten 
continued to reduce the citadel. : Commodore 
Kepple had given great aſſiſtance from the 
ſhips for ſeveral days, which has forwarded 


the reduction of the place. 
F 2 On 


LW 1 

On the 24th, ſtill firing as before, and our 
people making more batteries ; fine weather. 
Very little breach as yet made ; ſome of the 
French cannon are diſmounted, and they had 
a blue flag hoiſted from nine 0 clock to four 
in the afternoon. 

On the 25th, the fire from the citadel is 
greatly flackened, owing to moſt of their guns 
being diſmounted by our ſhells ; nevertheleſs, 
they yet continue very briſkly the fire of their 
mortars. Many brave officers have fallen ; 
and if I may gueſs in round numbers, the 
whole loſs may be computed at 1200 men. 
The beginning of this month, in a dark 
night, the enemy made a fally upon our lines, 
to the weſt, which occaſioned ſome - ſmall 
confuſion; ſeveral were killed, and ſome 
taken priſoners, - The French officer, who 
commanded that attack, a lieutenant-colonel, 
was the firſt who mounted our breaſt-works; 
in which critical ſituation, with a thouſand 
muſket balls whizzing round his head, he 
was heard, in a very -loud voice, to en- 
courage his troops in this manner : © Allons, 
mes enfans; mes ſoldats, allons; voila, 
* voila, c'eſt la voye a Vhonneur, a la gloire; 
a la victoire: Which ſaid, he leapt into our 
f trenches, 
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trenches, and a bayonet ſtruck him Girough 
the heart. 

Our grand batteries conſiſt of 40 bears, 
10 hawitzers, 10 32 pounders, and 20 24. 
pounders. We began our een with- 
in zoo yards of the citadel. 

The governor is a reſolute, brave, and Gals 
lant officer; and it is currently reported, that 
he will not ſurrender the place till it is taken 
by ſtorm, but this we look on as a mere gaſ- 
conade.— Capt. Williams, whoſe behaviour 
gained him great honour at the battle of 
Minden, commands the miners; and the ar- 
tillery are all in high ſpirits. The marines, 
as a reward for their bravery, have been p- 
pointed to every poſt of honour. e 

28th —— The late rains have obliged 
us to ſuſpend our operations for ſome days 
paſt; we are now going to reſume them 
again ; and as the breaches begin to widen 
faſter than the enemy can poſſibly repair 
them, we expect to be maſters of the 'garri- 
ſon in fix or eight days. 

This iſland at preſent is wholly deſtitute of 
proviſions, except what are ſent us from Eng- 
land ; but, when we gain the citadel, that ob- 
Jection wal be removed: for the governor 

had 


LS] 
had amaſſed the whole produce of the iſland 
for the uſe of the garriſon, 
Several reports are at this time induſtriouſ- 
ly ſpread out among the natives, to keep them 
in heart; one in particular is, that the duke 
D'Aiguillon has aſſembled 6000 land forces 
at Quiberon Point, where he watches for a 
favourable opportunity of ſending ſuccours to 
Chevalier de St. Croix, in order to drive us 
out of the ifland ; but the vigilance of com- 
modore Keppel will, it is to be preſumed, 
* all ſuch hopes — 


8 I omit no eme of giving 
you the moſt ample information I can re- 
ceive, as well as rectify any omiſſion, which, 
through attendance to my duty, and hurry 
of the ſervice, may have happened in the 
foregoing part of my intelligence, I now ſend 
you a farther detail of ſome late operations 
- Since my laſt, dated the 28th, we go on 
ding-dong ; nothing can retard the vigour 
of bold Britiſh troops; for ſome days paſt, 
there has been ſuch an inceſſant and infernal 
firing againſt and from the citadel, as were 
2 to ſtun the very faculty of our hear- 


3 but our cannon, thanks to Providence, 
has 


(FF. 
has proved the louder and more effectual. 
Our miners are indefatigable ; part of their 
works are undermined, and the breaches are 
very wide; every thing is preparing for ſtorm- 
ing the citadel ; which our general is deter- 
mined to do; unleſs they ſurrender in a day 
or two. 

June 1. We have at this time no leſs than 
eight batteries; upon which are mounted 
115 pieces of ordnance ; and it is computed, 
that ſince the 5th of May, 3000 bombs have 
been thrown into the town and citadel.— 
One circumſtance I had forgot in my laſt, viz. 
in the town of Palais, we found an hoſpital 
ful of the wounded of the enemy, and ſeve- 
ral of our own men, who were immediately 
taken proper care of by our ſurgeons. þ 
| Notwithſtanding fortune has hitherto ſmil- 
ed propitious on our undertaking, yet we 
frequently meet with ſome rebuffs. Veſter- 
day we loſt 10 men and one ſerjeant by the 
cannon of the enemy. This day fix were kil 
led and ſeveral wounded by the burſting of 
a bomb; and our general and ſeveral officers 
had a narrow eſcape by a bomb falling 
within a few yards of them, as they were 
reconnoitring the breaches made in the walls, 
one 


w 


| 


nobleſt encomiums. 
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one of them is large enough for two coaches 


| paſs a- breaſt. . 


June 4. It is now affirmed, that our 
commander is reſolved to ſummon the citadel 
to ſurrender to- mortow. We are appre- 
henſive he will not comply his perſeve- 
rance in defending the place, deſerves the 
In all probability, 
this is the laſt letter you will receive. Two 


or three days more muſt decide our fate * * 
6 © » © 


| Now we entirely loſe ſight of our correſ- 
pondent, and ſhall take our remaining mat- 
ter from home intelligence by authority, 
After a long and anxious expectation about 


che event of Belleiſle, on Saturday, June 14, 


between the hours of eleven and twelve, we 


were agreeably cheared with the firing of 


the Park and Tower guns; and the next 
morning we had the pleaſure of reading 
what gave us univerſal joy, as follows: 


Whitehall, June 14. Laſt night major 
Rooke, and capt. Barton, arrived from Bel- 
leiſle with the following letters from major 
general Hodgſon, and the honourable com- 
modore Keppel, to the right honourable Mr. 


Sectetary Pitt. 


S IR, 
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<1 Iſland of Belleiſle, June 8, 1761. 

SIR, 

Have the honour to acquaint you, that 

the citadel of Palais ſurrender yeſterday 

to his majeſty's arms. This letter, and the 

capitulation; I do myſelf the honour to ſend 

ou by the hands of major Rooke, who will 

inform you of every particular relative to the 

ſiege, that you may think fit to lay before his 
majeſty. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 
8. Hoposon, 


Valiant, Belleiſle Road, June 8, 1761. 

SIR; a 

1 Have the pleaſure to inform you of the 
ſurrender of the citadel of Palais, and a 
copy of the articles of capitulation I have the 
honour to incloſe you. I ſhall, as ſpeedily 
and conveniently as poſſible, ſend the French 
garrifon to the main, and keep the ſquadron, 
under my orders, in readineſs for any com- 
mands his majeſty may have for it. 

Major- general Hodgſon, by his conſtant 
approbation of the behaviour of the battalion 
of marines landed from the ſhips, and put 
under his command, gives me the pleaſing 
ſatisfaction of acquainting you of it, that his 

G 


majeſty 
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majeſty may be informed of the goodneſs an 
ſpirited behaviour of that corps. & 3.7 
I have ſent home capt. Barton, who will 
inform you of any particulars you are deſirous 
of knowing. Jam, &c. | 
= A. KEPPEL. 


| Capitulation for the citadel of Belleifle, made 


June 7, 1761, 


; Preliminary ARTICLE. 1 14 
THE chevalier de St. Croix, brigadier in the king's 


army, and commandant of the citadel of Belleiſſe, 


that. the place ſhall ſurrender on the 12th of 
June, in caſe no ſuccours arrive before that time ; and 
that, in the mean while, no works ſhould be carried 
on, on either ſide, nor any act of hoſtility, nor any com- 
munication between the Engliſh beſieging, and the 
French beſieged. _ i | 
"Refuſed. © 7 
ARTICLE I. The entire garriſon ſhall march 
through the breach with the honours of war, drums 
beating, colours flying, lighted matches, and'three pieces 
of cannon, with twelve rounds each; Each ſoldier 
ſhall have fifteen rounds in his cartouch box. All the 


| officers, ſerjeants, ſoldiers, and inhabitants, are to carry 


2 oe baggage 3 the women to go with their huſ- 
ands. 

ARTICLE I. Granted. In favour of the gallant de. 
fence which the citadel bas made, under the orders of the 
chevalier de St. Croix. 

ARTICLE II. Two covered waggons ſhall be pro- 
vided, and the effects which they carry ſhall-be depo- 
ſited in two covered boats, which are not to be viſited. 

ARTICLE II, The covered waggons art refuſed; but 
care ſhall be taken to tranſport ail the Laggage to the conti- 


ment by the ſhorteſt way, 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE III. Veſſels ſhall be furniſhed for carrying 
the French troops by the ſhorteſt way into the neare 
ports of France, by the firſt fair wind. ; 

ARTICLE III. Granted. 

ARrxTiCLE IV. The French troops that are to em- 
bark are to be victualled in the ſame proportion with 
the troops of his Britannick majeſty ; and the ſame 
proportion of tonnage is to be allowed to the officers 
and ſoldiers which the Engliſh troops have. | 

Ax ric IV. Granted. . i 

ARTICLE V. When the troops ſhall be embarked, 
2 Veſſel is to be furniſhed for the chevalier de St. Croix, 
brigadier in the king's army, to M. dela Ville the king's 
lieutenant, to M. de la Garique, colonel of foot, with Bre- 
vet of commandant in the abſence of the chevalier de 
St. Croix, and to the field officers, including thoſe ofthe 
artillery, and engineers ; as alſo for the three pieces of 
cannon, as well as for the ſoldiers of the cout royale, to 
be trankorted to Nantz, with their wives, ſervants, and 
the baggage which they have in the citadel, which is not 
to be. viſited, They are to be victualled in the ſame 
proportion with the En liſh officers of the ſame rank. 

ARTICLE V. Care Bal be taken that all thoſe who are 
mentioned in this article ſhall be tranſported, without loſs 
of time, to Nantz, with their baggage and effect, as well 
as the three pieces of cannon, granted by the firſt article. 

ARTICLE VI. After the expiration of the term 

mentioned in the firſt article, a gateof the citadel ſhall 
be delivered up to the troops of his Britannick majeſty, 
at which there ſhall be kept a French guard of equal 
number, until the king's troops ſhall march out to em- 
bark. Thoſe guards iba be ordered to permit no En- 
gliſh ſoldier to enter, nor no French ſoldier to go out. 
' AwricLE VI. A gate ſhall be delivered to the troops of 
his Britannick majeſty, the moment the capitulation 1s 
fined and an equal number of French troops Hall occupy 
the ſame gate. Gs: 

ARTICLE VII. A veſſel ſhall be furniſhed to the 
commiſſaries of war, and to the treaſurer, in which 
they may carry their baggage, with their ſecretaries, 

erks, and ſervants, without being moleſted or viſited. . 

OS G They 


| belong to them, within ſix months, 
the continent, they ſhall not be hindered ; but, on the 


| his Britannick majeſty. 


14 


14 


They ſhall be conducted, as well as the other troops, to 


the neareſt port of France. 
ARTICLE VII. Granted. 


* 
* 


AxricIE VIII. Meſſ. de Taille, captain general of 


the garde coſte, lamp, major, two lieutenants of can- 
noneers of the garde coſte, and ninety bombardeers, 
canoneers, ſerjeants and fuſileers, gardes coſtes of Bel · 
liſle, paid by the king, ſhall have it in their choice to 
remain in the iſland, as well as all the other inhabitants, 
without being moleſted, either as to their perſons or 
oods. And if they have a mind to ſell their goods, 
rniture, boats, nets, and in general hav effects which 
to paſs over to 


contray, they ſhall have proper aſſiance, and the neceſ- 
fary paſſports. 

_ ArrTicLe VIII. They ſhall remain in the iſland under 
proteftion of the king of Great: Britain, as the other inba- 
bitants, or ſhall be tranſported to the continent if they pleaſe, 
with the garriſon. 

ARTICLE IX. M. Sarignon, clerk of the treaſury of 
the French troops, -the armourer, the bourgeois can- 
noneers, the ſtore-keepers, and all the workmen belong- 
ing to the engineers, may remain at Belleiſſe with their 
families, or go to the continent with the ſame privileges 
as above mentioned. | | 

ARTICLE IX. Granted. To remain in the iſland, up- 
on the ſame footing with the other inhabitants, or to be tranſ- 
ported with the garriſon to the continent, as they ſhall 
think proper. | 
. ARTICLE X. The Roman catholick religion ſhall 
be exerciſed in the iſland with the ſame freedom as under 
a French government. The churches ſhall be pre- 
ſerved, and the rectors and other prieſts continued: 
and in caſe of death, they ſhall be replaced by the bi- 
ſhop of Vannes. They ſhall be maintained in their 
functions, privileges, immunities, and revenues. 

ARTICLE X. All the inhabitants, without diftinftion, 
ſhall enjoy the free exerciſe of their religion. The other 
part of this article muſt neceſſarily depend on the pleaſure of 


ARTICLE 
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Ax ric XI. The officers and foldiers who are in 
the hoſpitals of the town and citadel, ſhall be' treated 
in the ſame manner as the garriſon ; and after their ro- 
covery, they ſhall be furniſhed with veſſels to 
them to France. In the mean while, they ſhall be ſup- 
plied with ſubſiſtance and remedies till their departure, 
according to the ſtate which the comptroller and ſur- 

ons ſhall give in. 

ARTICLE XI. Granted, | 

ART1ICLE XII. After the term mentioned in the 
preliminary article is expired, orders ſhall be given, 
that the commiſſaries of artillery, engineers, and provi- 
ſions, ſhall make an inventory of what ſhall be found 
in the king's magazines, out of which, bread, and wine, 
and meat, ſhall be furniſhed to ſubſiſt the French troops 
to the moment of their departure. 


ARTICLE XII. They ſhall be furniſhed with neceſſary 
ſubſtance till their departure, on the ſame: footing with 
the troops of his Britannick maje/ly. | | 

ARTICLE XIII. Major-general Craufurd, as well as 
all the Engliſh -officers and ſoldiers, who have been 
made priſoners fince the 8th of April, 1761, incluſive, 
ſhall be ſet at liberty after the ſigning of the capitulati- 
on ; and ſhall be diſengaged from their parole. The 
French officers of different ranks, volunteers, ſerjeants 
and ſoldiers, who have been made priſoners fince the 
8th of April, ſhall alſo be ſet at liberty, - © 
Arik XIII. The Engliſh officers and ſoldiers, pri- 
foners of war in the citadel, are to be free the moment the 
capitulation is ſigned. The French officers and ſoldiers, 
who are priſoners of war, ſhall be exchanged according to 
the cartel of Sluys. 

All the above articles ſhall be executed faithfully on 
both ſides, and ſuch as may be doubttul ſhall be fairly 
interpreted, : 

Granted. 

After the ſignature, hoſtages ſhall be ſent on both 
ſides, for the ſecurity of the articles of the capitulation. 
' Granted. 

All the archives, regifters, publick papers, and writings, 
which have any relation to the government of this iſlana, 
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Hull be faithfully given up to his Britannick maje/ty's com- 
aii ſary 72700 — 0 be allowed for the ae of 
the citadel ; and the tranſports, neceſſary for the embarka- 
tion, ſhall be ready to receive the garriſon and their effetts, 
A French officer ſhall be ordered to deliver 7 all the war- 
like flores and proviſions ; and, in general, every thing 
tbhich belongs to his moſt Chriſtian majgſiy, to an E 15700 
cemmiſſary appointed for that purpoſe. And an officer ſhall 
be ordered to ſhew us all the mines and ſouterains of the 


N.. | 
S. Hodgſon. A. Keppel. 
Le Chevalier de St. Croix. 


- Liſtof the Britiſh officers killed, wounded, or 


priſoners, at Belleiſle, to June 4, 1761. 


Major Gen. Craufurd ; with Capt. Preſton and 


Lieut. Bruce, his Aids-de-camp, taken. 


2 Brig. Gen. Howe, wounded. 


Bourgoyne's, (16th reg. of dragoons) Sir 
William Peere Williams, killed. 

Whitmore's (gth reg. of foot) Lieut. Chute, 
wounded. a 


Beaucler s (19th of foot) Capt. Paterſon, 
Lieut. Hutchinſon wounded; Lieut. Majori- 
banks, taken. 


Panmure's (2 1ſt reg. of foot) Lieut. Stone, 
killed. 


Loudon's (3oth of foot) Lieut. Norton 
Ivers, wounded. 


Colville's (69th of foot) Major Nesbitt, 
Capt. Faulkner, Lieut. Bromhead, Lieut. 
Young, wounded. 5 | 

Rufane's 


„ 
Rufane's (76th reg. of foot, ad — 
Lieut. Whittle, killed. 


Crauford's (85th of foot) Lieut; Morſon, 
killed ; Capt. Gordon, Capt. Cope, taken. , 


Artillery, Brig. Deſaguliers, Capt. Muckle, 


Lieut. Kinderſly, Lieut. M*Kenzie, wounded. 


Marines, Lt. Col. M*Kenzie, Capt. Bell, 
Capt. Murray, Capt. Carruthers, Lieut. Had- 
don, Lieut. Conway, Lieut. Hunt, wounded. 


N. B. The Old Buffs did not arrive till 


the zoth of May, being " back by 


contrary 8 


If we conſider the . unſurmountable 
difficulties our forces had to ſecure a proper 


landing place after the firſt unſucceſsful at- 


tempt, only one man being able to climb 
up at a time; the windy weather that fol- 
lowed, which hindred the ſhips from land- 
ing the artillery, &c. the gallant defence of 
the enemy; and above all, the amazing 
ſtrength of the place, we cannot but adore 
the hand of Providence, who enabled our 
officers and men to overcome all the dangers 
that lay in their way, in order to reduce a 
place of ſuch high importance, and fo glo- 
rious to the honour of our country and his 
majeſty's arms, 

Indeed, 
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255 tek Tarn of our troops, diſſ | 
fſtom We fitſt landing, to the final reduction 
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